
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      [LV 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; Mk 1:40-45] 

Jesus Loves You          A homily by Deacon Jack Miller, St. Teresa of Avila Parish, February 15, 2015 
 
In his book The Joy of the Gospel, the Holy Father says that a homily should be: “an 

intense and happy experience of the Spirit, a consoling encounter with God’s word, a 

constant source of renewal and growth.“ 

He also says “often times, you and your ministers suffer because of homilies… you from 

having to listen to them…and your ministers for having to preach them.”  

He tells clergy “that our words must be measured, so that the Lord, more than his 

minister, is the center of attention.” I pray before every homily that the Holy Spirit guides me to 

do just that. 

Since I’ve been ordained, I’ve probably delivered 40 homilies. Each time following Mass, I 

ask my mom to tell me the main point of my homily. Each time, her answer is: “Jesus loves you.”  

At first I was disappointed that my mom misses some of the insights I try to provide into 

the gospel. But when you get right down to it, what message is more important than Jesus loves 

you?  Take our gospel today: 

First, Jesus is approached by a leper who comes to Him. 

Then, the leper doesn’t ask Jesus to heal him, but rather tells Jesus that he knows 

Jesus CAN heal him if Jesus wishes to, recognizing that Jesus is someone from God. 

Because of the leper’s faith, Jesus is moved to pity, and chooses to touch and heal the 

leper. Touching a leper was unheard of in Jesus’ time, but His pity for that leper showed His 

human nature, and the healing showed His divine nature. 

Did you wonder why does Jesus dismissed the healed leper at once and command him 

to “tell no one of the healing?” And, why did He tell him to show himself to the priest and 

offer for his cleansing what Moses prescribed as proof for them?” 

Our first reading from Leviticus contained the answer. In Jewish law, only a priest could 

declare a leper clean and restore him or her to the community.  Jesus was a Jew and respectful 

of Jewish law…and He wanted the leper fully restored to the community to conform to the law. 

It reminds us of Matthew 5:17 where Jesus tells us: “Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” 



There is another reason Jesus wanted to downplay this and other miracles. His ministry 

was drawing attention…attention that made those who would eventually decide His earthly fate 

jealous. Jesus was afraid. Yet despite His fear, he took the risk of healing the leper and dealing 

with any consequences that might arise from His compassion. 

Our readings offer a blueprint to salvation and hope; one centered on faith and 

repentance and built on love. The leper teaches us that: 

1. We must first know who Jesus is [God and man];  
2. We must acknowledge that He can heal us if He wishes;  
3. We must know that he does wish it, and can heal us by touching us.  
4. We must come to Him because He is already there for us; 
5. We must ask Him to touch us; 
6. We must respond to that touching by, as St. Paul tells us in our second reading, 

becoming imitators of Christ. 
 

Becoming imitators of Christ is not about doing good deeds…it’s about becoming holy. 

The good deeds will follow as a natural response. All of this can happen only if we know that 

Jesus loves us more than we can comprehend, regardless of past sins, or even those we may 

commit in the future.    

Yes, my mom did get the message behind my homilies, and in doing so taught me 

something. Jesus loves us unconditionally…and until we let Him touch us…we’ll continue to 

be spiritual lepers. 

So as we approach Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent, and in light of today’s 

readings, I ask you to reflect on Psalm 51, David’s great prayer of repentance, prayed after David 

realized that he had committed adultery and murder to attain his goals, not of God’s: 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion…blot out my offense. O 

wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. 

My offenses truly I know them; my sin is always before me. Against you, you alone, 

have I sinned; what is evil in your sight I have done. 

Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of fervor sustain me that I may teach 

transgressors your ways and sinners may return to you. 

What we need to remember today, and especially through Lent, is that it took a 

crucifixion to enable the Lord to fully lay His healing hand upon us and to pay for our sins.  

Yes indeed, Jesus loves us! Now…let us love Him! 


